I take very seriously the convic-2 tion that events that bring judgment may clear the way for positive developments and that the two factors that I mentioned are sources of hope in this regard: that our humanity is not destroyed by our sin (and this includes the humanity of those whom at a particular moment we may see only as a threat), and the direct and indirect effects of the redemptive work of God in our midst, of which the "Resurrection" is the symbol when seen in most general terms. I also think of the Resurrection as that mysterious event or cluster of events that mark the new beginning after the death of Jesus which made his grace available to his followers and in many ways, chartered and uncharted, to all humanity.
How the effect of the distinctively Christian mediation of God's grace is related to the "common grace" experienced outside the Christian circle is an open question to which I cannot try to give an answer here. The global struggles for justice and peace are not even predominately the struggles of those consciously related to Jesus Christ, and while readiness to discern the signs of the grace of God outside the Christian circle is essential, theologians so far have given us very little help on this. I put my emphasis on the interaction between the three sources of hope that I mentioned. The events that shock and bring judgment by themselves might lead only to despair. The redemptive influences by themselves might save only a remnant from the world. The universally human realities may perhaps lack intensive commitment by themselves, but it is a sheer abstraction to think of them as "by themselves," for God has not left them alone.
Hope that transcends history is another theme, and Christian faith implies it. Christians, when they express this faith-and it should be remembered that they often use the language of the Hebrew Bible when they express it-should be able to face the precariousness of history with courage and to discern God's glory and signs of His Kingdom no matter what happens. This may be (continued on p. €2)
